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SHEMPS

Seminole Heights United Methodist Preschool



Independence Day Parade… Thank God for our Freedom!  

Come join our children’s parade in honor of Independence Day. It will be held at 9:30 a.m. on Thursday, July 2. Have your children wear red, white and/or blue and come join us in singing “God Bless America”.
School is Closed…

SHUMPS will be closed on the 3rd of July. Have a fun and safe holiday!
[image: image3.wmf] Parents Must Call and Let Us Know When a Child is Not Going to Be in School…
Call the preschool office by 9:30 a.m. if your child is going to be absent. Otherwise, we must take time to track you down to find out where the child is. It is a safety issue. Thanks for your help. 
Classroom schedule reminder … To help maintain a consistent routine and minimize disruptions in the classroom, we ask that children who arrive after the scheduled snack time have their snack at home before coming to school. Once snack time has ended, the class moves on to the next scheduled activities. Providing a snack after the scheduled snack period can be disruptive to the classroom routine and often cause other children to want to eat again as well.

We appreciate your cooperation in helping us maintain a smooth daily schedule and a positive learning environment for all children.

Clocking CHILDREN In and Out…
THANK YOU for being careful to do your part correctly when clocking children in and out. With the fingerprint scanner you must place you finger flat and wait a little longer for it to recognize your print. Let us know if you are having difficulties.  
When children get sick- To Get an Accurate Temperature…

At our school we take children’s temperatures using the underarm method. Some parents don’t understand that you must add a degree to the reading for it to be accurate. We also always take it twice before calling a parent to pick up the child.
· We wait at least twenty minutes after the child has eaten or exercised before attempting to take their  temperature, as these things may affect the result. We also remove jackets, sweaters, or blankets and wait.
· Insert the bulb of the thermometer under the arm, fully into the armpit, so that it is in contact with skin. Make sure it is not in contact with clothing.

· Remain still and wait for the thermometer's beep to signal that it is finished. After the beep, promptly remove the thermometer.

· Add one degree to the temperature displayed. For example, if the thermometer reads the temperature as 97.6 degrees Fahrenheit, add one degree, making it 98.6 degrees, which is a normal body temperature.
Technology Fee … The annual Technology Fee of $75.00 per child is due on August 4. This fee applies to all children enrolled at SHUMPS. The fee will be added to your Procare account during the week of August 4.
Tuition Increase effective August 10, 2026… Beginning with the upcoming school year, preschool tuition will increase by $10 per month. This increase is necessary to help cover rising operating costs, including classroom supplies, educational materials, insurance, and facility expenses. We appreciate your understanding and continued support as we strive to provide a high-quality learning environment for all children.
On August 10, 2026 the following rates will be effective): 
· Tuition Infants Class $285
· Tuition Toddlers & Toddler Transition 2s Classes $270
· Tuition Preschool Twos Class $255 
· Tuition Preschool Threes Class $245 
· Tuition Voluntary Pre-Kindergarten Wrap Around $175 (beginning August 10, 2026)
· Tuition Pre-Kindergarten Class when VPK out $230
· Tuition Elementary Afterschool part-time $135 
· Tuition Elementary full time $185
· Technology Fee $75  
· Registration of Infants to Pre-K/VPK $150 

· Sibling tuition discounts of $10 for second child and then $15 for third and more

Thank you again for allowing us the privilege of having your family as a part of the Seminole Heights United Methodist Preschool family!
Katie Rancourt, Preschool Committee Chair

Waleska Morales, Preschool Director

Drop off and Pick up …We kindly ask that families keep drop-off and pick-up times as brief as possible. We understand that saying goodbye can sometimes be difficult, especially when children are having a hard day, feeling emotional, or need a little extra reassurance. However, extended stays in the classroom can be disruptive to the daily routine and may make transitions more challenging for both your child and their classmates. Our teachers are experienced in helping children settle in and feel comfortable after you leave.
Reminder for Families with Multiple Children… To help minimize classroom disruptions during pick-up time, we kindly ask that parents pick up younger siblings first and then older siblings. This helps us maintain a calm learning environment for the children who are still participating in classroom activities.
Following Rules … For the safety of all children, we ask that parents escort their children directly to and from their classrooms at drop-off and pick-up times. Children should always remain with their parent or guardian while in the building. We noticed some children running in the hallways. Please help us reinforce the use of "walking feet" inside the building. Running in the hallways can be unsafe and disruptive to classrooms that are in session. We appreciate your help in reminding your children to always walk while indoors and to follow our school safety rules.

Thank you for your cooperation and support in helping us maintain a safe and positive environment for everyone.
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Positive Behavior Support - A Message to Parents…From the “Family Routine Guide” by Rochelle Lentini and Lise Fox: “Children engage in challenging behavior for a variety of reasons, but all children use challenging behavior to communicate messages. Challenging behavior, typically, communicates a need to escape or avoid a person/activity or communicates a desire to obtain someone/something. Once parents understand the purpose or meaning of the behavior, they can begin to select strategies to change the behavior. They can do this by selecting prevention strategies, teaching new skills, and changing the way they respond in an effort to eliminate or minimize the challenging behavior.” Begin to think in these ways: 1) Why might my child be doing this? 2) What can I do to prevent the problem? 3) What can I do if the problem occurs? 4) What new skills should I teach? 
Every classroom has a copy of this guide and the teachers are very willing to share strategies in it. Some challenging behavior topics include 

· “Getting Dressed/Undressed”

·  “Brushing Teeth/Hair”

·  “Meals/Snack”

· “Play/Outside Play”

· “Clean-Up”

· “Riding in the Car”

· “Shopping”

· “Restaurants”

· “Going to the Doctor”

· “Taking Medicine”

· “Taking a Bath”

· “Bathroom (Potty/Wash Hands”

· “Bedtime/Sleeping/Nap”

· “When Parents Can’t Play”

· Transitions: Going from One Place/Activity to Another"
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KartwheelKids for Boys and Girls ages 2 - 5… On Thursdays children learn to stretch, run, skip, roll and cartwheel. You may register your child at kartwheelkids@yahoo.com or call Kelly at 813-237-2889 for more info. 
New Enrollment Paperwork Due the week of August 3. All families are required to complete a new enrollment form for each child by the beginning of August each year.

In addition, the Parent Policy Manual has been updated and will be sent to you via email. All parents must review the updated manual and sign a new acknowledgment form. Please return all completed paperwork by the week of August 3. Thank you for your cooperation.
VPK Certificates of Eligibility are now due for those who will be in VPK (four years of age before September 1st) in August. You will need a working email address; access to the internet and a scanner; proof of current address; child’s birth certificate or other proof of age. To register go to 
https://www.elchc.org/programs_services/vpk-families. Bring the certificate to SHUMPS asap.
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New VPK Parents’ Meeting Wednesday, July 29th at 6:00… All parents of children enrolled in our 2026–2027 VPK Program are encouraged to attend this important meeting. should attend this meeting to meet the teachers, hear more about the program and the requirements. There will be paperwork to fill out. See you then.

Free Community Dinner Every Wednesday​
@ 5:30 pm at the church… 
Looking Ahead…

August 7th – SHUMPS closes all day for Teacher Work Day 

August 10th – Transition Day for children moving to next class (they must be of age by September 1 to move up to the Preschool 2s, 3s and VPK classes). 

August 10th – Public School and VPK Begins
September 7 – SHUMPS closed - Labor Day 
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TO YOU …

Mrs. Zuleyka- July 3

Sawyer S. -July 5

Rosemary F. -July 11

Maya C.- July 12

Brooks B. – July 12

Mrs. Mariela- July 12

Caroline B. – July 19

Aris S.-July 23

Mrs. Waleska – July 23 
Mrs. Indializ-July 28

Quinn S. - July 30
